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StarryStonewortDistribution 
in Michigan

ÅAs of Fall of 2019 ɀdocumented in 38 of the 83 
counties in MI

ÅOriginal point of origin was likely St. 

Lawrence Seaway (ballast introduction)

ÅExpanded rapidly after gaining 

dominance on many

lakes in SE Michigan
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Graphic updated from Steve Hanson, PLM Lake & Land Management Corp. 
ɀdata sources include EGLE, MICorps, MISIN, and personal observation



Cryptic growth patterns may hinder ID & early detection
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ÅOften SSW grows in and amongst dense 
Charabeds making ID more difficult

ÅEarly season growth is characterized by 
prevalence of rhizoids and bulbils, limited 
green biomass



Starry Stonewort vs. Charasp. Morphology
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Bulbil photos from Sleithet al. 2015



Dan Larkin ɀUniversity of Minnesota/2016-2019

ÅEcological niche modeling based upon known 
biological/reproductive and chemical and physical 
requirements for both native and invasive populations

ÅSpatial predictions (potential for range expansion) based 
upon available suitable habitat and effects of 
current/predicted climate

ÅDessicationstudy indicated that SSW may be less tolerant 
of drying than many other AIS ɀclean/drain/dry protocols 
may be effective on reducing spread to other water bodies
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2016

Spatial analysis of 
potential range


